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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will introduce students to the subjects, techniques, and findingsof the academic
research on campagnsand elections Our focuswill be onthetheoretical and empirical
guestionstha encompass much of the state-of-the-art in work onvoting, campagn effects,
patisan coditions electoral rules, campagnfinance, and the policy impact of elections We will
primarily talk aboutfederal elections(presidential and congressiond), thoughsome attention will
also bepad to state and local campagns

Please note, thisis nota course onhowto runacampagn norisit atwice-weekly discussion of
current political events. Such a course would become tediousvery quickly and, more
importantly, would lack academic rigor. Clearly thetiming of this course is notinconsequential
Pwe will spend a congderable amountof time discussing and andyzing the current and previous
elections To wit, youwill be expected to pay very close attention to developments in the current
campagns However, attention pad to the current electionswill be doneso as a means of
illugrating and undestanding broader theoretical concerns

Primary Goals of the Course:

¥ To hdp youundestand how American electionswork, why electionsare conduded as
they are, how voters behave, and theimplicationsof electoral outcomesfor govenance.

¥ Tofoder afurther interest in this election, the electoral process, and politics more
broadly.

¥ To familiarize you with theresearch of political scientists onthe subject of campagns
and elections

¥ Toenoouragecritical reading and thinking dongthelines of asoda scientist, aswell as
theability to write in an andytical fashion.

Like many courses in American politics, we tackle subjects tha are sometimes viewed as
controversia. Itisincumbent onevery paticipantin theclass (indructor and students aike) to
strive to maintain an environment tha is condugve to learning. We should always remember
tha people bring differences with them into the classroomand that these differences should be
respected. It isimperative tha each of usmaintain civility when asking questionsand making
comments. Likewise, questionsand comments by others should betreated with civility at al
times.

Course Requirements
¥ BacdkgroundKnowedge It is expected tha all students have a backgroundin American
govenment (theequivalent tha onewould procure in an Introdudion to American Politics




course), with some basic knowledgeof electionsin the United States. If youdonotfeel you
meet this requirement, please see me.

Readings Thereadingsfor this class are sizable and advanced. Y oumug give yourself
ample time to digest everythingin thereadingssufficiently. All of thereadingslisted in the
syllabusare required and should be completed before thefirst day tha we start to discuss this
material in class. There are anumber of readingsnotin therequired books tha are available
throughthe course webgte. | will occasiondly send out articles (or linksto articles) on
current campaign activities or other related material to hdp connect wha we are learning
with wha is occurring in outin theworld.

A goodway to ensure tha you have sufficiently read and undestoodtheliterature is to take
notes as you read througheach piece (as oppogd to highlighting). | findit best to write
notes in the margins of bookgarticles right next to theimportant idess. Once youQre
completed a chapter or section of a chgpter in thetextbook, putit aside and see if you can
write a paragraph on the major points of emphasisin what you®e jus read.

Lecture and Participation: This course relies primarily on alecture format and while these
lectures will generadly pardle reading materids, they will not smply repeat thereadings
Therefore, attending class will enhance performancein thecourse. | expect al studentsto
paticipae in class discussion, which will notbe possible withouthaving donethereading.
L ectures are an oppatunity for me to explain and elaborate on thereadingsand for you to
comment and contribute, as well asto ask questionson thingstha are undear. Since | will
not discuss everything that isin thereadingsduring lecture, it is your responsbility to ask
guestionsaboutthingsyou do notunderstand.

Since we will often discuss therelevance of current events to thematerial covered in the
coursg, it isimperative tha students stay informed aboutdaly developments on thevarious
campagnsaroundthecounty. Thisisbest donethroughreading of anaiond nevspgoer,
like The New York Times or the Washington Pos. Reduaed cog subscriptionsto The New
York Times will bemade available.

The Classroom Environment: Tardiness, early departures, ringing phones, etc. can detract
from student learning. Therefore, | strongly urge students to arrive ontime and remain in class
for theduration of the period. Please turn off cdll phones, beepers, and other eectronic
devices when you enter theclassroom In addtion, use of acomputer for note-taking is
certainly encouraged. However, web surfing, text-messaging, emailing, etc. not only reduces
your engagement and comprehenson of themateria during class, but is highly distracting for
the students aroundyou. Please do not participate in these activities during class.

Thouwgh attendance and participation are not explicit components of the course grade,
students in rorderlineOsituaionsat the end of the semester may receive the (henefit of the
doultOif they have good attendance and participation.



Findly, since this class emphasizes student paticipaion, it is critical tha you keep current
onthereading, attend class, and contribute daly. Y ou need to be an active paticipantin youw
own edugation.

ASSIGNMENTS
Graded material will congst of three exams, two short pgoe's, and weekly news briefs. You
mug complete all theexams and pgpersin order to receive a passing gradein the course.

¥ Exams: Examswill cover themateria in thereadingsandin lecture equdly. They will be
non-cumulative and will consst of multiple choice and short answer questions Short answer
guestionsare graded on a 10 point scale, with pants on each question divided upin
accordance with wha isbang asked. If youforesee tha youwill beunéableto attendthe
scheduled exams, please drop this course B make-up exams will only be possible unde
extraordinary circumstances.

¥ Short papers: Twicein thesemester students will produce a brief andytical pgoer related to
thereadings Students are notto collaborate onthese pgoe's and the pgoe should bea
completely origind piece of andysis and research by the student. Detailed ingructionsfor
the pgoerswill beprovided in a separate handout

Duedaesfor thepgoeasarelisted in thesyllabus Paperswill be pendized onefull gradeif
they are notturned in at the beginning of the class on the date they are due A full letter
graderedudionwill betaken for each two days tha go by until theassignmentisturned in.
Be sure to keep a copy of your papersE jud in case.

¥ Weekly News Briefs: On Thursdays each student will submit asingle paragraph reflection on
anews articlethat isrelated to thereadingsfor that week. The paragraph will consst of 2-3
sentences explaining the main point of the course reading you wish to emphasize, and 2-3
sentences onwhat in thearticle you have identified relates or in some way informs this pant.
You may use The New York Times or any of a nunber of mgjor news outlets. (Linksto
useful web resources will be provided on the course webdte.) A gradewill beassigned at the
end of the semester in accordance with how many satisfactory news briefs you turned in on
time. | will randonly call on students every Thursday to shae ingghts from their news brief.

News briefs will be submitted electronically through the course webdte, at the assignments
tab. Thebrief mus be submitted no later than 10:00 am each Thursday morning (it is
permissible to pod your brief earlier in theweek). Your brief should indudeatitle tha
indudesthetitle of the news article (with the date and the place or periodical in which it
appeared), aswell as anindication of its relevance to something in thereadings

Grade Distribution

News Briefs 10%

Short Papers 30% (15% each)
First Exam 15%

Secondand Third Exams 45% (225% each)



No matter how careful, indructors sometimes make mistakes in grading. | will be hgppyto
regrade any exam or pape. | ask, however, tha you hold onto any item for at least 24 hous
after itisreturned to you before asking for aregrade  Any request for aregrade mus bemadein
writing and within oneweek fromtheitem bang returned to you, after which no regrading will
bedone Ordinaily, theentire exam or assignment will beregraded, which meansthat thegrade
may go up, go down, or stay the same.

Be aware tha cheating or plagiarism, of any sort, will lead to an automatic grade of zero onthe
item in question. | strongly encourage you to review the University® policies with respect to
academic integrity. In sum, the University postion istha itsreputation dependson maintaining
thehighest standadsof intellectud honesty. Commitment to those standardsis the responsbility
of every student, faculty, and staff member on thiscampus Consequently, cheating and
plagiarism will notbetolerated. Cheatingis defined as usng unauthorized materials or receiving
unauthorzed assistance during an examination or other academic exercise. Plagiarism is defined
as the use of another@ideas or wordswithoutappropriate acknowedgment. Examples of
plagiarism indude butare nat limited to, thefollowing: failing to use quotation marks when
directly quotingfroma source; failing to doaument distinctive ideas from a source; fabricating or
inventing sources; and copying information from computer-based sources, i.e., theInternet.

University Policies

If you qudify for accommodaionsbecause of a disability, please submt to me aletter from
Disability Servicesin atimely manne so tha your needsmay be addressed. Disability Services
determines accommodaionsbased on doaumented disabilities. Contact: 303-492-8671 Willard
322, and http://www.Colorado.EDU/disabilityservices

Campuspolicy regarding religiousobservances requires tha faculty make every effort to
reasonably andfairly deal with all students who, because of religiousobligaions have conflicts
with scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance. See full details at
http://www.colorado.edu/policiedfac_relig.html

Students and faculty each have responsbility for maintaining an appropriate learning
environment. Those who fail to adhee to such behavioral standardsmay be subject to discipline
Professiond courtesy and sendtivity are especially important with respect to individuds and
topics dealing with differences of race, culture, religion, politics, sexud orientation, gende,
gende variance, and naiondities. Classroders are provided to theingructor with the student's
legd name. | will gladly hona your request to address you by an aternate name or gende
pronoun.Please advise me of this preference early in the semester so that | may make
appropriate changesto my records See polices at

http://www.colorado edu/studentaffairs/judicialaffairs’codehtml#gsudent_code

TheUniversity of Colorado at Boulder padicy on Discriminaion and Harassment, the University
of Colorado policy on Sexud Harassment and the University of Colorado policy on Amorous
Relationshipsapply to all students, staff and faculty. Any student, staff or faculty member who
bdieves s/he has been the subject of discriminaion or harassment based uponrace, color,
nationd origin, sex, age disability, religion, sexud orientation, or veteran status should contact
the Office of Discriminaion and Harassment (ODH) at 303-492-2127or the Office of Judicial



Affairsat 3034925550 Information aboutthe ODH, the abovereferenced policies and the
campusresources available to assist individuds regarding discriminaion or harassment can be
obtained at http://www.colorado.edu/odh

All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsble for knowing and adheing
to the academic integrity policy of thisingitution. Violationsof this policy may indude
chesating, plagiarism, aid of academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening
behavior. All inddents of academic miscondud shdl bereported to the Honor Code Counal
(honor@colorado.edu; 303-7252273. Students who are foundto bein violation of the academic
integrity policy will be subject to both academic sanctionsfrom the faculty member and non
academic sanctions(induding but notlimited to university probaion, sugpenson, or expulsion).
Other information on the Honor Codecan befourd at

http://www.colorado .edu/policieshonorhtml

Required Readings:
¥ Morton, Rebecca. Andyzing Elections W.W. Norton. (Signified by Morton.Q
¥ Crag, Stephen, ed. The Electoral Chalenge: Theory Meets Practice. CQ Press. (Signified
by GCraig.Q
¥ Any article or chagpter notlisted asbengin either bookis available on thewebste to
download.
¥ Daily reading of The New York Times or other naiond newspaper.

Jan. 15 Course introduction.

Jan. 17 Why Study American Elections?
¥ Morton, Chp.1
¥ Crag, Chp.1

Jan. 22 & 24 Understanding Turnout

¥ Morton, Chp.2
¥ Blais, AndrZ 2006 QWhat Affects Voter TurnoutOAnnual Review of
Political Saence 9:111-125.

Jan.29& 31 Trends in Voter Mobilization and Campaign Strategy
¥ Morton, Chp.3
¥ Crag, Chp.9
¥ Goldgein, Kenneh and Travis Ridout 2002.0rhe Politics of
Participaion: Mobilization and Turnoutover Time,OPolitical
Behavior 24: 3-29.

Feb.5& 7 Candidates, Ideology and the Median Voter
¥ Morton, Chp.4

Feb.12& 14 The Determinant of Political Choice
¥ Morton, Chp.9 (pp.294-312)
¥ Menand, Louis. 2004 Orhe Unpolitical Animal: How Political Science
UndestandsVoters.OThe New Yorker, Augus 30.



¥ Alford, Johnand JohnHibbing 2004 Orhe Originsof Politics: An
Evolutionay Theory of Political Behavior.OPerspectives on Politics

2:707-723 . )
¥ lacoboni Marco et al. 2007. O'hisis Your Brain on Politics.O The New
York Times.
Feb. 19 FIRST MIDTERM
Feb.21& 26 Primary Elections

¥ Morton, Chp.12

¥ Gurian, Paul-Henri and Audrey A. Haynes. 2004 (Presidential
Nominaion Campagns Toward 20040PS: Political Sdence and
Politics, 36:175-180

¥ Norrande, Barbara. 2000 Orhe End Game in Pos-Reform Presidential
Nominaions" Joumnal of Politics 9991013

Feb.28& Mar.4 Presidential Elections

¥ Morton, Chp.13

¥ (OAndyzing the Electoral Collegeand Its AlternativesOby Paul
Schumeker, in Choosng A President: TheElectora Collegeand
Beyond, Schumeker and Loomis, eds (2002

¥ OrheElectora Collegein Historical and Philosophical PerspectiveOby
Dondd Lutz, Philip Abbot, Barbara Allen and Russell Hansen, in
Choosng A President: TheElectora Collegeand Beyond,
Schumaker and Loomis, eds (2002)

¥ OrheElectora College and Campagn StrategyOby William Mayer,
Emmett Budl, James Campbdl, and Mark Jodyn, in Choosng A
Presdent: TheElectoral College and Beyond Schumaker and
Loomis, eds (2002)

March 4. Speial Guest: Will Shafoth, Candidate for the Democratic
Nomination, CD-2

Mar. 6 & 11 Policy Polarization (Red vs. Blue)?
¥ Morton, Chp.5
¥ MorrisP. Fiorinaand Matthew S. Levendugky. 2006. isconnected: The
Political Class Versusthe People,(n Pietro S. Nivolaand David W.
Brady, eds Red andBlueNation?: Characteristics and Causes of
America’'s Polarized Politics, Vol. 1 Washington, D.C.: Brookings
Inditution Press. Pluscomments by Alan Abramowitz and Gary

Jacoboon, and rgoinde's.

Mar.13& 18 Campaign Financing
¥ Morton, Chp.6
¥ Craig, Chp.4



Mar. 20

Apr. 3

Apr.8& 10

Apr. 15

Apr.17& 22

Apr. 24

Apr. 29

May 1

May 5 (1:30pm

SECOND MIDTERM

Campaigns, Advertising, and Voter Influence
¥ Morton, Chp.7
¥ Crag, Chp.5.

Public Opinion, Elections and Election Forcasting
¥ Morton, Chp.10
¥ Foder, J. Todd 2006 Qs OnlinePolling; a. Representative, b. Accurate, c.
Efficient, d. Don®Know Y etOCanpaignsandElections
(September).

¥ Pre-dection forecasts

I Articles by Campbdl (Introdudion), Lockerbie, Wlezien and Erikson, and
Abramowitz

¥ Pog-election assessment

I Articles by Campbdl (Introdudion), Locdkerbie, Wlezien and Erikson, and
Abramowitz

Mass Media and Voter Information
¥ Morton,Chp.8
¥ Craig, Chp.6.

Minor Parties
¥ Morton, Chp.14 .
¥ Paul R. Abramson et d. 1995. O hird-Party and Independent Canddatesin

American Politics: Wallace Anderson, and Perot, OPolitical Science
Quarterly, 110 349-367.

Controlling Elected Officials
¥  Morton, Chp.9
¥ Crag, Chp.8

Challenging the Majority?: Minority Voters and Representation
¥ Morton, Chp.15

Wrap up loose ends and Review

xxx% FINAL EXAMINATION ###%



